The 'wet Westermark' sign.
A 67-year-old woman experienced dyspnea and exertional intolerance after aortocoronary bypass grafting. Early in the postoperative course, she had mild heart failure due to volume overload. Regional oligemia was appreciated on the chest radiograph. The oligemia led to the consideration of pulmonary embolism and was corroborated by perfusion scanning, which demonstrated defects in the same areas. Interstitial markings, accentuated by the heart failure, served as a serendipitous form of radiographic 'contrast' - a marker of blood perfusion and, in the present case, regional underperfusion. Therefore, mild heart failure accentuates 'Westermark's' sign.